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Revision of

the EU Toy Safety Directive f“

On 18 Dec 2008, the European Parliament adopted the revision of the Directive 88/378.

This indicating the bers has r hed an agr it on toy safety rules within the European-ql

Union. The directive revized the security and market monitoring requirements, such as chemical
=zafety, physical and mechanical properties electrical properties, hygiene safety, labeling’ "

requirements. The obligation of carrying out a complete conformity it for urers,

importers and distributers is strengthened. Meanwhile, the new directlive also increases the law
nforcement power in market supervizion and penalty clauses for violation of the directive_
Publication of the revised directive on the Official Journal is expected in first quarter of 2009.

There shall be a two year transition period from the date of enforcement. To meet the chemical

detection technology to update the project requir on ical safety requirements, there
will be a 4-year transition period.

The new directive has the following major changes on contrast to the current one88/378/EEC:
The definition of toys

The directive revized the definition of toy. A "oy means any product or material designed or

clearly intended for use in play by children of less than 14 years of age.

The revised directive also gives a list of production not belonging to toy= as an appendix.
Comparing to the old toy safety directive, the definition of toys is more clearly and the scope has
increazed. Some zports equipment are regarded as toys such as skates intended for children with
a body mass of more than 20kg and children's home use exercise equipment.

New chemical requirements:

1. To strengthen the chemical requirement iz one of the most important changes of the directive.
The restriction of hazardous elements has been increasing from 8 to 19 species, adding 9 kinds of
immigrate elements including aluminum, boron, cobalt, copper, manganese, nickel, tin and strontium.
The tolerable limit value= have alzo been significantly reduced.

2. CMR (carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic for reproduction) substances are no longer to be
ntentionally used in toys._

3. 66 allergenic fragrances are completely forbidden in the revised directive.

4_ The directive explicitly put forward that the

chemical property must be consistent with

EU REACH regulations.



